
Poh Shin
Regional Vice President, Europe



EDB is Singapore’s lead government agency that plans and executes 
economic and industrial development strategies for Singapore

Responsible for >30% of 
Singapore's Annual GDP

EDB undertakes investment promotion 
and industry development in the 
manufacturing and tradeable services 
sectors.

▪ Facilitate investments

▪ Partner existing base to transform 
and boost productivity

▪ Support corporate entrepreneurships 
and growth of new ventures

Undertake
investment promotion and 
industry development in the 
manufacturing and tradeable 
services sectors

What We Do

OUR VISION
• A Global Leader
• A Great City
• A Home in Asia 
• For Business, Innovation, and Talent

OUR MISSION
We create for Singapore, sustainable 
economic growth with vibrant 
business and good job opportunities



2019 GDP: S$507 Billion 
(approx. EUR 324 Billion)

Biomedical Manufacturing

Chemicals

Electronics

Precision Engineering

Transport Engineering

General Manufacturing

Sectoral breakdown for 
Manufacturing
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Business-friendly environment
• Pro-business environment

World-class Talents
• Highly educated workforce

Critical Connector to the Rest of the 
World 
• Connected to the global trade network
• Openness to talent

Great Place to Live
• A safe and vibrant city to work, 

live and play

Trusted Partner 
• Government as a trusted partner

Source: Ministry of Trade and Industry
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Raising Testing Rates

Reducing Community Transmission

Ramping Up Bed Capacity

As of 22 Jun 2020, Singapore had conducted 
~67,000 swab tests for every 1M population –

one of the highest rates worldwide

Since the start of the outbreak, the Singapore 
Government has implemented 3 rounds of 

nationwide free masks distribution

Singapore has doubled its bed capacity by end-
Jun 2020 through conversion of convention 

spaces for mild infections

The Deep Knowledge Group ranked 
amongst the top 5 safest countries for 

COVID-19 – with Germany, Switzerland, 
Israel and Japan



Continuing to support our key partners for the long-term

Keeping our vital infrastructure running

In addition the to regular annual Budget, the Singapore Government has passed three Supplementary
Budgets amounting to S$100B (EUR 64B) in 2020

Helping companies retain their 
workers, with S$23.5B (EUR 15B) 

dedicated to wage support for 
businesses
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Global transport links shut down, but Singapore’s hubs stayed open (source: SingStat public database)
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S$13.5B

S$11B

S$13B

S$12.5B

S$12B

S$11.5B

YoY % +12% +7.1% +3.6% -1.9%
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Electronics Transhipment** Exports

2019 2020

S$11.5B

S$9B

S$11B

S$10.5B

S$10B

S$9.5B

YoY % +16.4% +8.5% +5.8% -4.1%

*Goods undergoing value-added processing in Singapore before export **Goods imported and re-exported without value-added processing

Underlying resilience in key export industries such as Electronics goods including Integrated Circuits, Wafers,
Telecommunications Equipment, and Consumer Electronics (source: SingStat public database)
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• Immediate neighbourhood - 3 to 4 hours 
flight to Southeast Asia
➢ Changi Airport offers ~7,500 flights each week, 

including flights to 45 cities within Southeast 
Asia 

➢ Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia contributed 
70% of total traffic at Changi Airport 

➢ 6 out of the Top 10 Routes from Singapore in 
2017 were to a city in Southeast Asia

(Source: Changi Airport Group)

• Free Trade Agreements with 60% of the 
world’s GDP
➢ Extensive network of over 23 implemented 

regional and global trade agreements

3-4 HOURS’ FLIGHT
Southeast Asia, 

access to more than 
625 million people

5-6 HOURS’ FLIGHT
Asia Pacific, 

access to more than 
4.2 billion people




